
 

Fourth Year Medical 
Spanish Elec5ve: 

Strategies for Effective Spanish Communication in Medical Settings 

   Course Instructor: Alexandra Lopez Vera (lopezveraA@cusm.org)

Course Descrip/on: 

This four-week course provides an opportunity for medical students who wish to 
increase their comfort in medical Spanish to become beEer equipped to connect with 
Spanish-speaking paGents and to develop awareness of cultural issues related to the care 
of Spanish-speaking people. 

The course is designed to be taken remotely via Canvas with bi-weekly  interacGve 
MicrosoJ Teams sessions. Students will have access to Spanish vocabulary, expressions, 
comprehension, and grammar related to paGent encounters. During the virtual sessions, 
students will role-play paGent case scenarios in small groups via Microsoft Teams and discuss 
some given clinical scenarios in large groups. 

AddiGonally, the course will connect students with mulGmedia sources, such as 
podcasts, television shows, and YouTube videos, to improve upon basic           Spanish terminology 
and grammar so that they can work on their own. Prior experience with other previous 
Spanish courses is recommended. 

The 4th week schedule changes and includes time for content review and a one-on-
one 20-minute session with the instructor to provide individualized instruction and 
evaluate your progress throughout the course. (No bi-weekly group sessions held this 
week). 

Recommended Materials: 

Required materials will be provided on Canvas. The following textbook 
is recommended but not required: 

Ríos, J., & Torres, J.F., Ríos, T.A. (2015). Complete Medical Spanish: 
Practical Medical Spanish for Quick and Confident Communication. 3rd 
Edition. McGraw-Hill Education: New York. (Available on Amazon 
Kindle: hEps://www.amazon.com/McGraw-Hill-EducaGon-Complete-
Medical-Spanish-ebook/dp/B0118H8A2S). 
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The course Strategies for Effec>ve Spanish Communica>on in Medical Se@ngs will 
build on skills included in the Clinical Clerkship Handbook to provide patient care that is 
compassionate, appropriate, and effective for the promotion of health and the treatment of health-
related problems. (EPA 1-7, 10-13). 

Course Learning Objec/ves: 

By the end of the elecGve, students will be able to: 

● Improve upon basic Spanish pronunciaGon, grammar, vocabulary and comprehension 
● Understand basic medical Spanish vocabulary regarding common health concerns 
● Develop a beEer understanding of the variaGon in socio-cultural beliefs and 

pracGces among Spanish-speaking populaGons 
● Improve rapport-building skills with Spanish-speaking paGents 
● ParGcipate in spontaneous spoken conversaGons and discussions  

Assessment and Grading Policy: 

The course will be graded as Pass/ High Pass/Honors/Fail. Scores of 70% and above 
are considered passing scores. Students who show a high performance in the course (above 
90%) will pass with honors. The assessment and evaluaGon of the various components of 
the course is shown below:  

- Class involvement and parGcipaGon (40%) 
- Canvas AcGviGes (30%) 
- Group Discussions (30%) 

● Fail (F): Student has unexcused absences, fails to parGcipate in group 
discussions, or does not complete assignments 

● Pass (P): Student is present at almost all sessions and parGcipates in group 
discussion, completes assignments in a thoughgul manner 

● High Pass (HP): Student is present at all sessions and parGcipates in group 
discussion with eagerness and effort, completes assignments in a thoughgul 
manner and is moGvated to keep learning 

● Honors (H): Student is present at all sessions and parGcipates in group 
discussion with eagerness and effort, completes assignments in a thoughgul 
manner, is moGvated to keep learning, works effecGvely with peers, and shows 
excellence  
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Class Involvement and Par/cipa/on (40%): 

Class aEendance is expected. Your parGcipaGon during online class meeGngs 
involves a number of variables, including, but not limited to, the following:  

● Your use of Spanish in all class meeGng 
● Your parGcipaGon in all class acGviGes 
● Your cooperaGon during group and pair-work 

To ensure that all students can benefit from online class sessions in an environment 
that is courteous, non-disrupGve and conducive to learning, please observe the following 
guidelines during online meeGngs:  

● Choose a quiet, private space 
● Come with specific quesGons from the online work you have been doing during the 

previous week  
● If you share your space, it is recommended that you choose a virtual background 

Canvas Ac/vi/es (30%): 

Reading about assigned grammar rules at home and showing you are prepared for 
upcoming content, the Song Assignment, and Mock Case Assignment. 

Group Discussions (30%): 

You will pracGce speaking in a non-threatening environment. The instructor will 
introduce some video, reading or podcast acGvity and a class discussion will follow. 
AddiGonally, students will be asked to parGcipate in small groups and respond to a prompt 
(that can involve performing a role play, compleGng a task, or solve a problem). Finally, 
students must meet with their partner(s) to study/pracGce for this class. 

Communica/ons:  

The instructor will respond to inquiries submiEed within 24 hours on business days. 
Weekend inquiries will be answered on Monday in the order that they were received. If you 
need addiGonal help in the form of office hours, send an email to the instructor in order to 
schedule a virtual meeGng. 
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Timeline: 

BEGINNER INTERMEDIATE

SEMANA 1 1) - Presente simple vs 
presente progresivo 

- Saludos y despedidas 

2) - Las partes del cuerpo 

- Dolores 

- Ir + a + infinitivo

1) - Presente de indicativo

vs presente del subjuntivo


2) - La medicina tradicional y 
los remedios alternativos


- Verbos especiales como 
‘gustar’

SEMANA 2 1) - Pretérito perfecto simple 
vs pretérito imperfecto 

2) - La familia extendida 

- Vacunas, alergias e historial 
médico 

- Verbos reflexivos

1) - Pretérito perfecto simple 
vs pretérito imperfecto   

2) - La salud mental 

- Objeto directo vs objeto 
indirecto

SEMANA 3 1) - Mandatos formales 

2) - Las aficiones y 
pasatiempos 

- Dietas y enfermedades 
cardiovasculares 

- Verbos especiales como 
‘gustar’

1) - Mandatos formales 

2) - La tecnología y su uso 
en medicina 

- El futuro vs condicional

SEMANA 4 Repaso // sesiones 
individuales 

Beginner Song Assignment 
due 

Case Assignment due

Repaso // sesiones 
individuales 

Intermediate Song 
Assignment due 

Case Assignment due
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